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infection of vessels, with the approval of the consul-general I am pre- 
paring directions for shipping ageMts regarding the use of funnels and 
tar on the ropes and requesting them to notify me when ships are free 
from cargo, so that 1 nia}' sxiperintend the work of destruction of rats 
in the hold. 



November 5, 1903: There is considerable question among well- 
informed people of unbiased opinion as to the number of cases of 
plague at present in this city. Last summer the reported cases ran so 
low that the dismissal of plague inspectors was seriously contemplated. 
While just now there may be cases improperly diagnosed when not 
seen until after death, and in absence of a post-mortem examination, 
there are some, undoubtedly, among the number, of true bubonic 

flague. This last statement is agreed to by an inspector with whom 
have visited some of the infected centers. 

Between the main thoroughfares are vast areas, with houses and 
huts built very closely and in an apparently inextricable confusion, 
crowded to the last degree with intiabitants. The iloors are on the 
ground; there are no sewers, and the crooked ways between the 
houses simply reek with tilth and moisture. Alongside of some of 
these paths, between three to four story buildings, are places that 
through the bars resemble dungeons in which many people live. 
There are numerous wells with water some 6 feet from the surface 
used by the natives, which readily account for the continuance of 
cholera. 

When an area becomes notoriously infected, by a slow process of 
law the buildings may be destroyed, as has been done in numerous 
instances, and is still being done. But there are so many areas that 
ought to be so dealt with that it will be years before the work is com- 
pleted, and then others equally bad will probably have sprung into 
existence. * * * 

ITALY. 

Report from Naples — Plague in Mauritius. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Eager reports November 7, as follows: 
Week ended November 7, 1903, the following ships were inspected at 
Naples and Palermo: 

NAPLES. 



Date. 


Name of vessel. 


Destination. 


Steerage 

passengers 

inspected 

and 

passed. 


Pieces of 

large 

baggage 

inspected 

and 

passed. 


Pieces of 
baggage 
disin- 
fected. 


Number of 

steerage 
passengers 

recom- 
mended for 
rejection. 


Kov. 3 


Vancouver 


Bcston 


893 

848 


150 
130 


1,100 
1,075 


21 


4 




New York 

do 


25 


7 






7 




-do 


hv2 70 


742 


10 










PALERMO. 


Nov. 5 


Nord America 


New York 


378 


150 


500 


26 
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Bvhoiui; plague in Maur'dias. 

A telegram from the governor of Mauritius states that, during the 
week ended October 26, 1903, there were 117 cases of bubonic plague 
in the island, with 55 deaths. 

JAPAN. 

Re-port froiih Yokohama. 

Assistant Surgeon Moore reports October 31, as follows: Weekended 
October 21:, 19u3. Eight vessels, having an aggregate personnel of 841 
crew and 1,608 passengers, were inspected. 

The following cases of contagious disease were reported in Yokohama 
during the above period: Enteric fever, 10 cases, 1 death; diphtheria, 
2 cases, 1 death; plague, 3 cases, 4 deaths; plague (doubtful), 1 case, 
no death; dysentery, 2 cases, no death. 

The outbreak of cholera in Nagasaki, mentioned in my last report, 
has assumed a threatening aspect. Newspapers of j'esterday's date 
state that about 80 cases have alreadj^ occurred. 

MEXICO. 

Report presented to Engineer Col. E. K. Smoot hy Dr. J. F. Romero, 
Phydeian of the "• Oiras del Puerto,'''' Delegate of the Superior Board 
of Health of Mexico, Forensic Doctor, Corresponding Editor of 
''^ La Cronica Medica Mexicana^^ etc., Vice-President of the Board 
of Health and Beneficence, etc. 

The following report is published as showing the good results 
obtained bj' scientific and energetic sanitary work in one of the prin- 
cipal seaports of Mexico: 

The permanent board of health and beneficence of this port, which recognizes in 
you an active champion of public health, considers it opportune to inform you 
regarding the present condition thereof. 

Conditions before v:ork ivas undertaken. 

In order to make more patent the undeniable progress in a branch of the highest 
importance for the well-being and advancement of this town, and very directly also 
for the State of Colima, whose principal artery has its origin in its only port, it is 
necessary to advert to the state of health which existed -three years ago, before any 
work was undertaken in this field. 

The habitations of its 800 inhabitants, a confused agglomeration, lacking outlets 
for their excrement and in the majority of cases even closed deposits for this 
purpose, lacking water, and its residents subject to a miserable alimentation, three 
years ago each house in Manzanillo was an active focus of insalubrity. 

The refuse, which for many years had l)een accumulating about the habitations, 
and which filled, in putrefying mixture with the animal deposits, all the public 
places, almost without exception, had formed over Manzanillo a second surface, 
where the terrible heat of our climate and the constant humidity of the ambient air 
gave impetus to all the unhealthful fermentations, whose emanations maintained 
constantly present the most dangerous diseases. 

Difficulties encountered. 

The difficulties which, for the commercial life, made this port a place of unenvi- 
able fame, converted its residents into most wretched beings, of insufficient nourish- 
ment, indolent on account of physical debility and with an excess of pernicious 
elements. 



